
ANNOINTING THE SICK

Dear Brother Gilbert Collins:
I have heard that you suffer, especially in the cold winter weather, with
long difficulty. I would be pleased could I visit you in Dartmouth. I
remember when I used to come to your home when your father and
mother were living, and Deborah and yourself, their children, composed
the family circle. Do you remember when your life was in peril, when
apparently there was no possibility of your recovery, how we presented
your case to the Lord in prayer? My husband took you up, a frail youth,
hardly anything more than skin and bones, and walked the room with
you, praying that the Great Physician, the Mighty Healer, would
undertake your case. Your coughing fits were so severe that it seemed
as if you could not breathe, and your father took you out of doors in his
arms twice that you might recover your breath.Lt34-1897.1
Well, we continued to wrestle in prayer with God, and we realized that in
the room there was One who could stay the hand of the destroyer.
Heaven seemed very near that night. My husband and I never forgot that
occasion. With our spiritual eyesight we could discern the Great
Physician who had taken you in the arms of His mercy. His presence
was in that room, and His power was sensibly felt. Our faith did not fail,
neither were we discouraged, when we had the evidence before us that
Satan was the destroyer. Christ the Lifegiver, the Restorer, rebuked his
power, and victory came. By faith we rejoiced, and by faith we left you in
the hands of God, the greatest Physician the world has ever known.Lt34-
1897.2
The next day we went on our way in answer to an appeal from Brother
Nichols to come to Boston. Sister Temple needed help from the Lord.
She was afflicted with cancer of the arm. She had tried physicians, but
had received no help, and the disease had now reached the lungs.
Unless the Lord should hear prayer in her behalf, she would soon go into
the grave.Lt34-1897.3
We had also received another letter from Brother Hastings, urging us to
come at once and visit them. Their family was in a most distressed
condition. His wife had a baby about six weeks old, which almost
unceasingly was crying at the top of his voice. The mother was sick, and
it seemed that she could not recover. The children were all afflicted with
erysipelas and their home was a place of great suffering.Lt34-1897.4
We immediately responded to the calls, and went to our old home at
Father Nichols'. He took us in his carriage to Boston, and we entered the
hired rooms occupied by Sister Temple. There were present Brother
Nichols and wife, my husband and myself, and one other person. When
Sister Temple greeted us, she could scarcely speak a sentence without
coughing most severely. She was seated in a chair, and her arm was



examined. The arm - a little space from the wrist to the shoulder - had a
most terribly sore appearance like a rose cancer. It was a most
distressing sight. We could not touch it; but laying a cloth beneath the
arm, we anointed it with olive oil. All were bowed in prayer while the
anointing was taking place. This was our part, according to the direction
of God through His servant James. We followed the Word of God as
directed, and this is all the service we could perform. Then we presented
the case to the Great Physician, and we believed He would hear our
prayers. The Lord came very near. We knew that He was in that humble
room, and praised the Lord for it.Lt34-1897.5
Before we rose from our knees, Sister Temple was working that arm
backwards and forwards, and praising the Lord, saying, "It is healed; it is
healed. There is a little soreness as I use it; but the Lord has heard
prayer. My lungs are relieved; the pressure is removed; and my heart is
filled with gratitude and thankfulness to God." We were indeed greatly
blessed of God, and felt His sacred, solemn presence.Lt34-1897.6
This sister's husband was a confirmed drunkard. In form he was a noble
specimen of man; but his whole system had become permeated with
liquor; his will power had become dead. This sister was very poor; she
was suffering, without a real home, and without sympathy except from
her two young children. We felt that if we could only bring some power to
take hold of the father, so that he should by his labor support his wife
and children, what a happy family this might be. But we knew the force of
habit to be so strong that unless the power of a new life could enter into
him, and vitalize his whole nature, there was no hope. He was doomed
to go into a drunkard's grave. In order for a drunkard to change his
course, he must lay hold of a power out of and above himself. We knew
that the only hope for this man was for him to become a Christian. We
knew that no human power could be brought to bear upon that slave of
sin, in whom years of indulgence had created and strengthened the
appetite for spirituous liquors, and deadened all sense of moral
obligation to God and to his helpless family. If he could only be brought
in touch with God, in touch with the power that worketh righteousness,
there was hope. But an awakening could not take place while he kept his
system under the influence of liquor, for the whole man was transformed;
he possessed the attributes of Satan.Lt34-1897.7
Leaving the family under the influence of the Spirit of God, we went on
[to] the Hastings'. Here we found a distressed family indeed. A girl who
had visited them had come from a house afflicted with erysipelas. She
had used the comb from the comb case, and the members of this family,
using this comb, had contracted the disease. Their faces were swollen;
their hearing affected; and they were a pitiful looking set of children. The
mother was very sick. We prayed for the entire family, and we knew that
the Lord Jesus was in our midst, and that our prayers would bring the



returns.Lt34-1897.8
We were very weary, and retired to rest. But I could not sleep for the
wails of the infant, the smallest speck of humanity I had ever looked
upon, but perfect in form and feature. I could not feel that our work was
done. I must not stop now. My husband and I dressed, and after seeking
the Lord in prayer, went into the room. The mother was in a great worry
over the continual crying of her little one. My husband said, "Let us
pray."Lt34-1897.9
The father and mother, with her babe in her arms, kneeling upon the
floor, we united in prayer. I took the little one in my arms, and presented
it before the Lord. We all felt His presence in that room. Then I presented
the case of the mother, worn out for want of sleep, and her bodily
affliction. "O, for the Healing Touch upon the infant. Let its crying cease.
Let peace and the rest of Christ come to that afflicted home," was our
prayer. "Take the little one in thine own dear arms and give it peace and
quiet." Our prayers were heard. The "Peace, be still," was spoken. [Mark
4:39.] The disturbance was at an end. Comfort and peace came to the
home, and then the crying babe was healed.Lt34-1897.10
We remained here eight days, seeking to help not only this family, but
the church. And the Lord's blessing attended our efforts. We then
returned to Boston, and to visit Sister Temple. We found her washing, to
earn means to sustain her family. For many months she had been an
invalid; but now the first words from her lips were, "Bless the Lord, O my
soul; and all that is within me bless his holy name." [Psalm 103:1.] The
Lord is good. He whom the Lord blesses in answer to prayer is blessed
indeed.Lt34-1897.11
I asked in regard to her arm. Said she, "It was healed in answer to
prayer." A new tender skin had formed over the rough surface. Her
husband had come in drunken, and not knowing what he was doing, had
laid hold of her arm with a firm, cruel grip, and there were the prints of his
fingers, marring the tender skin. "There," said she, "is that arm that has
been helpless and hopeless as far as human remedies are concerned. I
shall never distrust the Lord. I have a deeper knowledge of His mercy
and His loving kindness. He has performed a miracle upon me, and I am
a wonder to my neighbors. O, if my husband would only treat his family
as he should. He is kind; but when he is full of liquor, he is dead to all
affection. Reason is gone, and he does not know what he is doing." We
had a season of prayer with her, offering up to our heavenly Father our
grateful thanks for His wonderful mercy and love for all those who seek
Him with the whole heart.Lt34-1897.12
We returned to New Bedford - I think it was about four weeks from the
time we left. As we approached the house of Dartmouth, we saw Gilbert
Collins at the door, splitting wood. We were greeted heartily by the
family, and as we bowed together before God, our hearts were melted



into tenderness and love for our Saviour for His goodness, His mercy,
and His loving kindness to all those who seek and serve Him with the
whole heart. Gilbert began to amend from that night and had no relapse.

My babe [James Edson] had been very sick for about a week. We had
prayed for him and he was some better and we thought he would
recover. Tuesday, P.M., James [ James Springer White ] and myself
went to Port Byron [New York] with Brother Rhodes. He was to take a
canal boat and go on his way to Michigan. It seemed as though we could
hardly let him go. We knew not why we felt so.1EGWLM 216.1
On our way home it seemed to me that Satan had stepped in and was
troubling Edson. We found it even so; we found the child at the point of
death. James took his horse and carriage and started to overtake Bro.
Rhodes. He went five miles [eight kilometers], overtook him and brought
him back. That night they prayed for Edson and he has come up very
fast since. Satan wanted to hinder the work of the Lord, so he afflicted
the child, but he was beaten back by faith in God and His name shall
have the glory. 61EGWLM 216.2
When Satan found he could not take the life of the child, he tempted me
that God had left me or the child would have been healed when we first
prayed for him. I sank under this temptation in despair and was so until
last Sabbath evening. My heart seemed within me like lead, but God
delivered me that eve and Satan's power was broken.1EGWLM 216.3
The next he got hold of was Clarissa [Clarissa M. Bonfoey]. 7 She was
sunken and discouraged. At the same time James was taken with the
cholera morbus. He failed very fast until yesterday, P.M. Then he made a
request for us to pray for him. Bro. Harris [ William Harris ] 8 was gone to
his work so that it only left Sister Harris [ Lydia Harris ], 9 Clarissa, and
Sarah [ Sarah B. Harmon ] 10 and myself. We all felt unworthy to engage
in the work, but we felt that the work of the Lord was hindered by his
lying on a sick bed, and we knew unless God should deliver him he could
not get well. He had a high fever. He had the cramp take him in his hips
and extend down to his feet. His stomach was much strained by
vomiting. We knew something must be done. I anointed his head and
stomach and bowels in the name of the Lord, then we took hold of faith
for him. Our united prayers went up to God and the answer came. Sister
Harris and Clarissa were set entirely free and they prayed God with a
loud voice. The Spirit caused Clarissa to laugh aloud. 11 James was
healed every whit; the great distress he had had in his head was every
whit removed and he looked as though he had got the holy anointing.
The fever and all pain left him and he ate and was strengthened. He
walked out upon his faith, harnessed his horse and he and I went to Port



Byron, one mile and a half [two kilometers] and back. 12 He gained
strength very fast. He is quite strong today. Praise the good
Lord.1EGWLM 216.4
When Satan found his power was completely broken upon him, he went
to the child again. He waked us crying at the top of his voice. He seemed
to have the colic and we went up to the chamber, anointed his stomach
with oil and prayed over him, rebuked Satan and he had to flee. We
heard no more from him till morning. He is quite well today but rather
weak. We feel quite free from his (Satan's) power today. He has made a
desperate struggle to get some of us, but we have driven him
back.1EGWLM 217.1

At the close of the conference that Monday, a request was received from
Sister Mead, who was afflicted with a "slow fever," for anointing and
prayer for her healing. Of this Ellen White reported:1BIO 218.6
We went into a room by ourselves, Brethren Holt, Wheeler, Stowell,
James and self. After I had anointed her with oil we prayed over her and
she was healed every whit. - Letter 8, 1851.1BIO 219.1
The immediate healing of Sister Mead was so marked that those
acquainted with the circumstances thought of another serious case, of
which Ellen White wrote:1BIO 219.2
That night we got into a rowboat and went on to the pond about one mile
to Brother Mead's

During my sickness I have thought much in reference in praying for the
sick, and I believe that if prayer should be offered for the sick at any
place, and it certainly should, it should be offered at the sanitarium for
the relief or restoration of the suffering. But in this matter of praying for
the sick, I could not move in exactly the same lines as have <some of>
my brethren. I have been considering many things that have been
presented to [me] in <the past in> reference to this subject.Ms26a-
1892.1
Suppose that twenty men and women should present themselves as
subjects for prayer at some of our camp meetings. This would not be
unlikely, for those who are suffering will do everything in their power to
<obtain> relief and to regain health. Of these twenty, few have regarded
the light on the subject of purity and health reform. They have neglected
to practice right principles in eating and drinking, and in taking care of
their bodies, and <some of> those who are married have formed gross
habits and indulged in unholy practices, while [of] those who are
unmarried <some> have been reckless of life and health.Ms26a-1892.2



In clear rays of light has shown upon them; but they have not had
respect unto the light nor have they walked circumspectly; yet they solicit
the prayers of God's people, and call for the elders of the church <to pray
for them.> Should they regain the blessing of health, many of them would
pursue the same course of heedless transgression of nature's laws;
<unless enlightened and thoroughly transformed,> they solicit the
prayers of God's people and call for the elders of the church. <But little>
is known of their home or private life.Ms26a-1892.3
Sin has brought many of them where they are - to a state of feebleness
of mind and debility of body. Shall prayer be offered to the God of
heaven for His healing power to come upon them then and there, without
specifying any condition <or without any preparation for such a work?> I
say, No, decidedly, No. What then shall be done? <Take them apart, talk
with them privately and find if there is not something in the way of them
that must be seen and confessed. Have everything clear and straight
before God. Then> present their cases before Him who knows every
individual by name. Present their cases to Him who has so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. <Let not this sacred,
holy work be performed in a careless, haphazard manner.>Ms26a-
1892.4
Present these thoughts to the persons who come asking for your
prayers, "We are human, we cannot read the heart, or know the secrets
of your life. These are known only to yourself and God. If you now repent
of your sins, if you can see that in any instance you have walked contrary
to the light given you of God, and have neglected to give honor to the
body, the temple of God; but by <any> wrong habits have degraded the
body <which is> Christ's property, make confession of these things to
God.Ms26a-1892.5
Unless you are wrought upon by the Spirit of God in a special manner to
confess your sins of a private nature, do not breathe <them> to any
human soul. Christ is your Redeemer, He will take no advantage of your
humiliating confessions. If you have sin of a private character, confess it
to Christ who is the only mediator between God and man. "If any man
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." [1
John 2:1.]Ms26a-1892.6
If you have sinned by withholding from God His own <in tithes and
offerings,> confess your guilt <to God and to the church,> and heed the
injunction that has been given you, "Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open to you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it." [Malachi 3:10.] <The blessing of God is withdrawn
from many because they are robbing God in tithes and



offerings.>Ms26a-1892.7
Praying for the sick is a most solemn thing, and we should not enter
upon this work in any careless, <hasty> way. Examination should be
made as to whether those who would be blessed with health have
indulged in evil speaking, alienation, and dissension. Have they sowed
discord among the brethren and sisters in the church? If these things
have been committed they should be confessed before God and before
the church. When wrongs have been confessed, the subjects for prayer
may be presented before God in earnestness and in faith, as the Spirit of
God may move upon you. But <it is not always safe to> ask for
unconditional healing. Let your prayer include this thought, "Lord thou
knowest every secret of the soul. Thou art acquainted with these
persons, for Jesus their Advocate, gave His life for them. He loves them
better than we possibly can. If therefore it is for Thy glory, and the good
of these afflicted ones to raise them up to health, we ask in the name of
Jesus that health may be given them at this time." In a petition of this
kind, no lack of faith is manifested. <There are cases that are clear, and
the Lord works with His divine power decidedly in their restoration. The
will of God is evidenced too plainly to be misunderstood.>Ms26a-1892.8
The Lord "doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men."
[Lamentations 3:33.] "Like as a Father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear him, for he knoweth our frame; he remembereth
that we are dust." [Psalm 103:13, 14.] He knows our heart, for He reads
every secret of the soul. He knows whether or not those for whom
petitions are offered would be able to endure the trial and test that would
come upon them if they lived. He knows the end from the beginning.
Many will be laid away to sleep in Jesus before the fiery ordeal of the
time of trouble shall come upon our world. This is another reason why we
should always say after our earnest petition, "Nevertheless not my will,
but thine, O Lord, be done." [Luke 22:42.] Such a petition will never be
registered in heaven as a faithless prayer.Ms26a-1892.9
The apostle was bidden to write, "Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors; and their works do follow them." [Revelation 14:13.] From this we
can see that every one is not to be raised up, and if they are not raised to
health, they should not be judged as <not having faith.> If Jesus, the
world's Redeemer, prayed, "O my Father, if it be possible let this cup
pass from me:" and added, "Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt"
[Matthew 26:39], how very appropriate is it for poor finite mortals to make
the same surrender to the wisdom and will of God.Ms26a-1892.10
In praying for the sick we are to pray that, if it be God's will, they may be
raised to health, but if not, that He will give them His grace to comfort,
His presence to sustain them in their suffering. Many who should get
their house in order, neglect to do it when they have hope that they will



be raised to health in answer to prayer. Buoyed up by false hope, they
do not feel the need of saying words of exhortation and counsel to their
children, parents or friends; and it is a great misfortune.Ms26a-1892.11
Accepting the assurance that they would be healed when prayed for,
they dare not make a reference as to how their property shall be
disposed of, how their family is to be cared for, or express any wish
concerning matters of which they would speak if they thought they
should be removed by death. In this way disasters are brought upon the
family and friends, for many things that should be understood are left
unmentioned because they fear it would be a denial of their faith.
Believing they will be raised to health by prayer, they fail to make use of
hygienic measures which are within their power to make use of, fearing it
would be a denial of their faith.Ms26a-1892.12
I thank the Lord that it is our privilege to co - operate with Him in the work
of restoration, availing ourselves of all possible advantages in <the>
recovery of health. It is no denial of our faith to place ourselves in the
condition most favorable to recovery.Ms26a-1892.13
The use of drugs has not been specified as in the Lord's order; but He
has given special light concerning one health institutions, directing His
people to practice and inculcate hygienic principles <which should be
taught> [to] those who are in ignorance as to how to live in accordance
with pure principles, practicing those things that will preserve the body in
a healthful condition.Ms26a-1892.14
Man is to co - operate with God, employing every power according to his
God - given ability. He is not to be ignorant as to what are right practices
in eating and drinking, and in all <his> habits of life. The Lord designs
that His human agent shall act as a rational, accountable being in every
respect. But though light upon this matter has been shining upon the
pathway of our people for nearly thirty years, yet <a large number> are
far behind the light. <Our> churches are ignorant of hygienic principles
and practices. We ought to be far advanced in wisdom, understanding
what is the will of the Lord.Ms26a-1892.15
We ought to know how to keep our minds pure and our bodies in a
healthful condition. But though we have sinned, we may come to Christ
in penitence and find pardon. We cannot afford to neglect one ray of light
God has given. To be sluggish in our practice of those things which
require diligence is to commit sin. The human agent is to co - operate
with God and keep under those passions which <should> be in
subjection. To do this he must be unwearied in his prayers to God, ever
obtaining grace to control his spirit, temper and actions. Through the
imparted grace of Christ he may be enabled to overcome. To be an
overcomer means more than many suppose it means.Ms26a-1892.16
The Spirit of God will answer the cry of every penitent <heart,> for
repentance is the gift of God, and <an> evidence that Christ is drawing



man to Himself. We can no more repent of sin without Christ, than we
can be pardoned without Christ, and yet it is a humiliation to man with his
human passion and <pride> to go to Jesus straightway, <believing and
trusting Him> for everything which he needs. There are <Satanic>
agencies that oppose the work of Christ and urge men to indulgence in
evil, <but> if we would see heaven, we must abase self to the dust, and
realizing our own sinfulness and unworthiness, seek the merit and grace
of Christ.Ms26a-1892.17
Let no one present the idea that man has little or nothing to do in the
great work of overcoming, for God does nothing for man without his co -
operation. Neither say that after you have done all you can on your part,
Jesus will <then come in and> help you. Christ has said, "Without me ye
can do nothing." [John 15:5.] From first to last man is to be a laborer
together with God. Unless the Holy Spirit works upon the human heart, at
every step we shall stumble and fall.Ms26a-1892.18

After you left Nashville, I had a time of great suffering. I had to keep to
my room and only took part in the meeting a few times.Lt11-1902.7
At Nashville I met Brother George I. Butler and Sister Lockwood. I was
very glad to see them. We had a long visit together and talked of many of
our past experiences. While at Nashville I called together some of the
pioneer workers to ask the Lord if it was His will to heal me and give me
strength to continue my journey. We had a precious season of prayer
together. I felt great blessing in presenting my case to God. My soul was
all light in the Lord. A heavenly fragrance seemed to surround me. I was
not healed, but I was given the comforting assurance that the Lord's
presence would be with me. It is not possible for me to describe the
peace I felt. I had the same assurance on my homeward journey. I could
not eat, but I found peace and comfort in my Saviour. How precious He
was to my soul every moment!Lt11-1902.8

In the spring of 1845 I made a visit to Topsham, Maine. On one occasion
quite a number of us were assembled at the house of Brother
Stockbridge Howland. His eldest daughter, Miss Frances Howland, a
very dear friend of mine, was sick with rheumatic fever, and under the
doctor's care. Her hands were so badly swollen that the joints could not
be distinguished. As we sat together speaking of her case, Brother
Howland was asked if he had faith that his daughter could be healed in
answer to prayer. He answered that he would try to believe that she
might, and presently declared that he did believe it possible.LS 74.1
We all knelt in earnest prayer to God in her behalf. We claimed the
promise, "Ask, and ye shall receive," John 16:24. The blessing of God



attended our prayers, and we had the assurance that God was willing to
heal the afflicted one. One of the brethren present cried out, "Is there a
sister here who has the faith to go and take her by the hand, and bid her
arise in the name of the Lord?"LS 74.2
Sister Frances was lying in the chamber above, and before he ceased
speaking Sister Curtis was on her way to the stairs. She entered the
sickroom with the Spirit of God upon her, and taking the invalid by the
hand, said, "Sister Frances, in the name of the Lord arise, and be whole."
New life shot through the veins of the sick girl, a holy faith took
possession of her, and obeying its impulse, she rose from her bed, stood
upon her feet, and walked the room, praising God for her recovery. She
was soon dressed, and came down into the room where we were
assembled, her countenance lighted up with unspeakable joy and
gratitude.LS 74.3
The next morning she took breakfast with us. Soon after, as Elder White
was reading from the fifth chapter of James for family worship, the doctor
came into the hall, and, as usual, went upstairs to visit his patient. Not
finding her there, he hurried down, and with a look of alarm opened the
door of the large kitchen where we were all sitting, his patient with us. He
gazed upon her with astonishment, and at length ejaculated, "So
Frances is better!"LS 75.1
Brother Howland answered, "The Lord has healed her," and the reader
resumed his chapter where he had been interrupted: "Is any sick among
you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him."
James 5:14. The doctor listened with a curious expression of mingled
wonder and incredulity upon his face, nodded, and hastily left the
room.LS 75.2
The same day Sister Frances rode three miles, returning home in the
evening, and although it was rainy, she sustained no injury, and
continued to improve rapidly in health. In a few days, at her request, she
was led down into the water and baptized. Although the weather and the
water were very cold, she received no injury, but from that time was free
from the disease, and in the enjoyment of her usual health.LS 75.3
At this time Brother Wm. H. Hyde was very sick with dysentery. His
symptoms were alarming, and the physician pronounced his case almost
hopeless. We visited him and prayed with him, but he had come under
the influence of certain fanatical persons, who were bringing dishonor
upon our cause. We wished to remove him from among them, and
petitioned the Lord to give him strength to leave that place. He was
strengthened and blessed in answer to our prayers, and rode four miles
to the house of Brother Patten, but after arriving there he seemed to be
rapidly sinking.LS 75.4
The fanaticism and errors into which he had fallen through an evil
influence seemed to hinder the exercise of his faith, but he gratefully



received the plain testimony borne him, made humble confession of his
fault, and took his position firmly for the truth.LS 76.1
Only a few who were strong in faith were permitted to enter the sickroom.
The fanatics whose influence over him had been so injurious, and who
had persistently followed him to Brother Patten's, were positively
forbidden to come into his presence, while we prayed fervently for his
restoration to health. I have seldom known such a reaching out to claim
the promises of God. The salvation of the Holy Spirit was revealed, and
power from on high rested upon our sick brother and upon all present.LS
76.2
Brother Hyde immediately dressed and walked out of the room, praising
God, and with the light of heaven shining upon his countenance. A
farmer's dinner was ready upon the table. Said he, "If I were well, I
should partake of this food; and as I believe God has healed me, I shall
carry out my faith." He sat down to dinner with the rest, and ate heartily
without injury. His recovery was complete and permanent.

If we are under infirmities of body it is certainly consistent to trust in the
Lord, making supplications to our God in our own case, and if we feel
inclined to ask others in whom we have confidence to unite with us in
prayer to Jesus who is the mighty Healer, help will surely come if we ask
in faith. I think we are altogether too faithless, too cold and
lukewarm.Lt35-1890.3
I understand the text in James is to be carried out when a person is sick
upon his bed; if he calls for the elders of the church, and they carry out
the directions in James, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the
Lord, praying over him the prayer of faith. We read, "The prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he hath
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him." [James 5:14, 15.]Lt35-
1890.4
It cannot be our duty to call for the elders of the church for every little
ailment we have, for this would be putting a task upon the elders. If all
should do this their time would be fully employed, they could do nothing
else; but the Lord gives us the privilege of seeking Him individually in
earnest prayer, of unburdening our souls to Him, keeping nothing from
Him who has invited us, "Come unto me, all ye who are weary and heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." [Matthew 11:28.]Lt35-1890.5
O, how grateful we should be that Jesus is willing and able to bear all our
infirmities and strengthen and heal all our diseases if it will be for our
good and for His glory. Some died in the days of Christ and in the days
of the apostles because the Lord knew just what was best for them. I
would not speak one word to lessen your faith and perplex and worry
you. There is never danger of our being too much in earnest and having



too much confidence and trust in God. Be of good courage; look to Jesus
constantly.Lt35-1890.6
Now, in regard to that which we can do for ourselves, there is a point that
requires careful, thoughtful consideration. I must become acquainted
with myself; I must be a learner, always, as to how to take care of this
building, the body God has given me, that I may preserve it in the very
best condition of health. I must eat those things which will be for my very
best good physically, and I must take special care to have my clothing
such as will conduce to a healthful circulation of the blood. I must not
deprive myself of exercise and air. I must get all the sunlight that it is
possible for me to obtain.Lt35-1890.7

Why is it that men are so unwilling to trust Him who created man, and
who can, by a touch, a word, a look, heal all manner of disease? Who is
more worthy of our confidence than the One who has made so great a
sacrifice for our redemption? Our Lord has given us definite instruction,
through the apostle James, as to our duty in case of sickness. When
human help fails, God will be the helper of his people. "Is any sick among
you? let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up." [James 5:14, 15.] If
the professed followers of Christ would, with purity of heart, exercise as
much faith in the promises of God as they repose in satanic agencies,
they would realize, in soul and body, the life - giving power of the Holy
Spirit.CTBH 113.2

Multitudes have heard me speak, and have read my writings, but no one
has ever heard me claim to work miracles. I have at times been called
upon to pray for the sick, and the word of the Lord has been verified: "Is
any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;
and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him [James 5:14,
15]. Christ is the great miracle - worker. 19MR 372.3

The question has been asked by some, "Has Sister White healed the
sick?" I answer, "No, no; Sister White has often been called to pray for
the sick, and to anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
with them she has claimed the fulfillment of the promise, 'The prayer of
faith shall save the sick.'" No human power can save the sick, but,
through the prayer of faith, the Mighty Healer has fulfilled His promise to



those who have called upon His name. No human power can pardon sin
or save the sinner. None can do this but Christ, the merciful physician of
body and soul.3SM 295.1
It has often been my privilege to pray with the sick. We should do this
much more often than we do. If more prayer were offered in our
sanitariums for the healing of the sick, the mighty power of the Healer
would be seen. Many more would be strengthened and blessed, and
many more acute sicknesses would be healed.3SM 295.2
The power of Christ to stay disease has been revealed in the past in a
remarkable manner. Before we were blessed with institutions where the
sick could get help from suffering, by diligent treatment and earnest
prayer in faith to God, we carried the most seemingly hopeless cases
through successfully. Today the Lord invites the suffering ones to have
faith in Him. Man's necessity is God's opportunity [Mark 6:1 - 5 quoted]....
3SM 295.3

You inquire if we should pray for none that are sick except those in the
third angel's message, or pray for all that shall make application, etc.
(James 5:14, 15) is our rule to follow. "Is any sick among you? Let them
call," etc. It is those that are among us. God has shown me those who
keep God's commandments [are] to have nothing to do in praying for the
sick of those who are daily trampling them underfoot, unless it is in some
special case where souls are convicted of the truth and are decided to
move out upon it. The partition wall between commandment keepers and
those who trample them underfoot should be kept up.Lt11-1853.8

Just as the meeting closed, Sister Meade, who had been afflicted with a
slow fever, requested us to pray for her. We went into a room by
ourselves, Brethren Holt, Wheeler, Stowell, James, and self. After I had
anointed her with oil we prayed over her, and she was healed every whit
and fell prostrate by the power of God. That night we got into a rowboat
and went on the pond about one mile to Brother Meade's. His sister was
there with a very sick child. We anointed it with oil and prayed over it,
and God heard our prayers. - Manuscript Releases 5:239. PaM 234.1

May 21, 1892. The trying, almost sleepless night is ended. Yesterday
afternoon Elder [A. G.] Daniells and his wife, Elder [G. C.] Tenney and
his wife, and Brethren Stockton and Smith came to our house at my
request to pray that the Lord would heal me. We had a most earnest
season of prayer, and we were all much blessed. I was relieved, but not
restored. I have now done all that I can to follow the Bible directions, and



I shall wait for the Lord to work, believing that in His own good time He
will heal me. My faith takes hold of the promise, "Ask, and ye shall
receive" (John 16:24).RY 137.1
I believe that the Lord heard our prayers. I hoped that my captivity might
be turned immediately, and to my finite judgment it seemed that thus
God would be glorified. I was much blessed during our season of prayer,
and I shall hold fast to the assurance then given me: "I am your
Redeemer; I will heal you." - Manuscript 19, 1892.

Special instructions for the sick:

May 21, 1892 - The trying, almost sleepless night is ended. Yesterday
afternoon Elder [A. G.] Daniells and his wife, Elder [G. C.] Tenney and
his wife, and Brethren Stockton and Smith came to our house at my
request to pray that the Lord would heal me. We had a most earnest
season of prayer, and we were all much blessed. I was relieved, but not
restored. I have now done all that I can to follow the Bible directions, and
I shall wait for the Lord to work, believing that in His own good time He
will heal me. My faith takes hold of the promise, "Ask, and ye shall
receive" (John 16:24).2SM 235.1
I believe that the Lord heard our prayers. I hoped that my captivity might
be turned immediately, and to my finite judgment it seemed that thus
God would be glorified. I was much blessed during our season of prayer,
and I shall hold fast to the assurance then given me: "I am your
Redeemer; I will heal you." - Manuscript 19, 1892.2SM 235.2
June 23, 1892 - Another night has passed. I slept only three hours. I was
not in so much pain as usual, but was restless and nervous. After lying
awake for some time, trying to sleep, I gave up the effort, and directed
my whole attention to seeking the Lord. How precious to me was the
promise, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you" (Matthew 7:7). I prayed most earnestly
to the Lord for comfort and peace, which the Lord Jesus alone can give. I
want the blessing of the Lord, so that, while suffering pain, I shall not
lose self - control. I dare not trust in self for one moment.2SM 235.3
The instant that Peter withdrew his eyes from Christ, that instant he
began to sink. When he realized his peril, and lifted his eyes and voice to
Jesus, crying, Save, Lord, or I perish, the hand ever ready to save the
perishing took hold of him, and he was saved....2SM 235.4
In my home I must daily seek peace and pursue it.... And although the
body is suffering, and the nervous system enfeebled, we must not think
that we are at liberty to speak fretfully or to think that we are not



receiving all the attention we should have. When we give way to
impatience, we drive the Spirit of God out of the heart, and give place to
the attributes of Satan.2SM 235.5
When we frame excuses for selfishness, for evil thinking and evil
speaking, we are educating the soul in evil, and if we continue to do this,
it will become a habit to yield to temptation. We are then on Satan's
ground, overcome, weak, and without courage.2SM 236.1
If we trust in ourselves, we shall certainly fall. Christ says, "Abide in me,
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me" (John 15:4).2SM 236.2
What is the fruit that we are to bear? "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22, 23).2SM
236.3
As I meditated on these things, I felt more and more deeply the sin of
neglecting to keep the soul in the love of God. The Lord does nothing
without our cooperation. When Christ prayed, Father, keep them in Thy
name, He did not mean that we should neglect to keep ourselves in the
love and faith of God. Alive unto God, through a living union with Christ,
we trust in the promises, constantly gaining greater strength by
beholding Jesus. What can change the heart or shake the confidence of
the one who by beholding the Saviour is changed into His likeness?
Shall such a one be on the watch for slights? Shall his imagination center
on self? Shall he allow little things to destroy his peace of mind? He in
whose heart Christ abides is willing to be pleased. He thinks no evil, and
is content with the assurance that Jesus knows and values aright every
soul for whom He died. God says, "I will make a man more precious than
fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir" (Isaiah 13:12).
Let this satisfy the longing of the soul, and make us careful and guarded,
very ready to forgive others because God has forgiven us.2SM 236.4
The happiness of life is made up of little things. It is in the power of
everyone to practice true Christlike courtesy. It is not the possession of
splendid talents that will help us to overcome, but the conscientious
performance of daily duties. The kind look, the lowly spirit, the contented
disposition, the unaffected, sincere interest in the welfare of others -
these things are helps in the Christian life. If the love of Jesus fills the
heart, this love will be manifested in the life. We shall not show a
determination to have our own way, a stubborn, selfish unwillingness to
be happy or pleased. The health of the body depends more upon heart
healthfulness than many suppose.2SM 237.1
One can imagine himself slighted, imagine that he is not in as high a
position as he is capable of filling, and so make of himself a supposed
martyr. He is unhappy, but who is to blame? One thing is certain -
kindness and amiability of temper will do more to exalt him than any



supposed smartness with the curse of an ungenial disposition. -
Manuscript 19, 1892.2SM 237.2

Pioneers' testimonies:

Two striking incidents involving Ellen White and Oswald Stowell have
been recorded. In the first, Oswald, age 21, was present at a conference
in Topsham, Maine, in 1849 at which Ellen White received a vision.
According to an observer, Ellen White, while in vision, "laying the Bible
on Oswell Stowell," uttered an admonition including the words "let not its
pages be closed, read it carefully." Three years later, in 1852, while living
with the Whites in Rochester, Oswald was suffering "from a very severe
attack of pleurisy, and had been given up by the physician to die,"
according to J. N. Loughborough's account. Following prayer by the
Whites, Loughborough, and several others at Oswald's bedside, and
after anointing with oil by James White, Oswald "was instantly
healed."1EGWLM 895.3

DEAR BRO. WHITE: It is thought by some of the Brethren who
attended,this meeting, that a brief account of it, through the Review and
Herald , together with a notice of the blessing of God bestowed upon
Sister Emeline Rice, might not be out of place.ARSH July 8, 1852, p.
39.7
Sister Rice has been sick with consumption for some months, and
apparently brought quite near the grave: Yet she believed it to be the will
of Him who said, If any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord; And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up, that she should be "raised up." She also believed that the
precious promises contained in this scripture, were written to be realized
by his children at the present day, as much as at any previous time; just
as I hope all believers in present truth do; and not as do many, who
"know not the scriptures, nor the power of God" fling these promises
back, to be realized only by those living in the days of the apostles.ARSH
July 8, 1852, p. 39.8
Agreeable to request, Brn. Morse, Butler and others, went to Granville on
Friday last. On Sabbath morning we repaired to the house of Sister Rice,
found her able to sit up awhile, but quite feeble. Her pale face, sunken
eye and emaciated form, with the usual symptoms attending a sure and
immediate victory of this fatal disease, were all swift evidences that
death would soon set its cold silent seal upon her lips, if the Great
Physician of soul and body, did not interpose in her behalf and bid



disease depart. But blessed be God, we expected he would. Prayer was
made in "faith believing" - and the glory and blessing of God came down.
Our Sister arose from her bed, shouting "Glory, glory to God, I am free - I
am made every whit whole."ARSH July 8, 1852, p. 39.9
Sister Rice then rode to Bro. Kendall's, (one mile,) where we met with
brethren from other towns, and with them enjoyed much of the Spirit of
God through the Holy Sabbath. Our sister who had just left a room of
sickness, and come out to enjoy another meeting with the brethren, gave
strong testimonies in favor of the cause of truth. In one exhortation, said
she, "If I die within one week, don't say God did not heal me, for I know
the work is done." The little company of believers in the "third angel's
message," at Granville, seemed to gain much strength and gather new
courage, to "keep the commandments of God," from this day's
opportunity.ARSH July 8, 1852, p. 39.10
A. S. HUTCHINS.
Morristown, Vt., June 22nd, 1852 .ARSH 39 1852

Let me now ask the believer in the Message of the Third Angel, if when
sick they ought to call in that class of physicians who have learned to
deal and will deal out different kinds of poisons for us to drink, and who,
should we refuse to take them, will disguise them in some other name?
In this way you see that we could not reasonably expect help from the
great Physician.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 182.31
But there is a class of physicians that we can employ with all safety, and,
I think, enjoy the approbation of the Lord. Such an one was Luke the
beloved physician. Colossians 4:14. This includes those who understand
the use of harmless roots and vegetables, when both physician and
patient can pray for success. We also find in the Apocryphal writings,
[Ecclesiasticus 38.] that they had a class of physicians who had good
success. These were praying men; and the Lord was with them; they
used medicines that grew out of the earth; also waters made sweet with
wood, etc. These medicines with prayer took away pain and were
attended with good success, instead of giving pain, and taking away life,
as the physicians of these days often do. See Mark 5:25, 26; 2
Chronicles 16:12, 13. Asa was diseased in his feet; and he sought not to
the Lord, but to the physicians, and he died, and slept with his
fathers.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 182.32
Some doubtless will inquire what they shall do when they or their friends
are very sick, and these simple medicines appear to fail. Why, cry
mightily to God for his blessing and wisdom to direct. And should your
mind be led out to call for the elders of the church as James directs,
[chap. 5,] then in the name of the Lord do it.ARSH October 9, 1856, p.
183.1
Here I wish to make a few remarks from the fifth chapter of James. In



verses 7 and 8 he speaks of the coming of the Lord. In verse 9 he says
the Judge standeth at the door. So we see that the point of chronology is
applicable to the last days, and is for the remnant that call upon the
name of the Lord. Verse 13. Is any among you afflicted, (troubled and
some sick,) let him pray. Verse 14. Is any sick among you, let him call for
the elders of the church: and let them pray over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord. Verse 15. And the prayer of faith shall save
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up: and if he have committed sins,
they shall be forgiven him. Those called are to search their hearts, and
confess their faults one to another, and pray one for another, that they
may be healed. When we confess and pray thus, we become righteous.
Then the effectual and fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 183.2
Brethren, it is a great and holy work for us mortals to call upon the name
of the great God for such blessings. With what reverence then we should
call on his name.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 183.3
In verses 17 and 18 we are to take Elias of like passions, for an example.
How earnestly he prayed that it might not rain; and his prayer was
answered. He prayed again (seven times) and the heavens gave
rain.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 183.4
If there should appear to be any failure and the sick be not healed, the
fault will not be in the Lord; for he withholds no good thing from them that
walk uprightly. We should remember that it is the prayer of faith that
heals the sick, not merely a long or an elegant prayer.ARSH October 9,
1856, p. 183.5
We should try and ascertain the mind of the Lord in such cases, and not
move in our own strength; for for if we do we shall be
disappointed.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 183.6
If it should be the will of the Lord that some should be laid in the grave to
save them, we should be resigned to his holy will, adopting the language
of Revelation 14:13: "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from henceforth: yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their works do
follow them." This is a glorious promise for those that may fall asleep
under the Message of the Third Angel.ARSH October 9, 1856, p. 183.7
Dear brethren, let us not cast away our confidence in the Lord. 1 John
5:14. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask
anything according to his will he heareth us.ARSH October 9, 1856, p.
183.8
Much more might be written on this important subject, but I forbear at
present, hoping and praying that these broken remarks will stir up the
dear saints to take hold of this subject from the heart, and practice it in
their lives; and also write upon it as the Lord shall direct. Your unworthy
brother did not feel competent to write on so great a subject; but his spirit



felt stirred in him, when he saw so many believers using deadly things.
D. HEWITT. Battle Creek, Mich., Sept. 28th , 1856.ARSH October 9,
1856, p. 183.9

Sister Laura R. Hall writes from Perrysburg, Ohio: "I want to say a few
words through the Review for the encouragement of others who may be
afflicted as I have been. The Lord laid heavily his afflicting hand upon me
until I was near the grave, and I saw that all earthly aid had failed. It was
then I saw that I was not prepared to die, although the grim monster
stared me in the face. I could not think of leaving this world unprepared;
for as the tree falls so it must lie. I then requested my parents to lay my
case before the church at Lovett's Grove. They did so, and one Sabbath
after meeting several of the brethren and sisters came in and prayed
over me, anointing me with oil in the name of the Lord, according to the
apostle's direction; and while they were praying the pain left me, and I
was made happy in the Saviour. For the first time I could exclaim, Glory
to God! In a few days I was able to do my work. Praise the Lord's holy
name for his wonderful works to the children of men! I am determined to
keep all the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus."ARSH March
29, 1860, p. 151.12

ARSH October 28, 1862, p. 171.4
"And these signs shall follow them that believe." At Avon, Rock Co., Wis.,
on the night of the 27th of Sep., 1862, we saw the power of living faith.
Eld. Wm. S. Ingraham, while preaching at the State conference, then and
there assembled, when about half through with his discourse, stopped
and called upon Eld. Sanborn to take his place, saying, "I must go out, I
have a severe sick headache." He went out, and Eld. S. went through
with the subject, having great liberty. After meeting we went to our
lodgings, but did not sleep; nor had we heard from Bro. Ingraham since
he left the meeting. At about 11 o'clock, P. M. I was called and told that
Bro. I. was very sick. I then called Eld. Bragg, and we went and found
him in great pain. He said he had been dreadful sick, and had been
vomiting, etc. They had given him some medicine, but he grew worse. I
tended at his bedside. He complained some of his head, and was
cramping all through his stomach, bowels, and limbs. He continued
vomiting and the action of his bowels was copious and frequent, and
mostly blood. I could find no pulse in his wrist for about half an hour. It
seemed as though his blood was all turned out of its natural
course.ARSH October 28, 1862, p. 171.5
Eld. Sanborn had been sent for, and quite a number of persons were
present. Some talked about getting a doctor. Some thought nothing but
divine aid would help him; and it was evident to all that what was done
must be done quickly. So believing all things the Scriptures teach, we



agreed to follow the directions of James 5:14: "Is any sick among you?
let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up."ARSH October 28,
1862, p. 171.6
Three elders being present, we followed these directions, and the
blessing of God rested upon us. It seemed as though the whole room
was filled with his glory; and before we got through praying and shouting,
Bro. Ingraham arose up in bed and said he wanted to tell us how he felt.
Said he, "When Bro. S. was anointing me, the pain all left my body. It
seemed as though he anointed it all away. Afterward it returned once or
twice in my side, but is all gone now." Then he praised God, saying, He
has healed me. The next action of the bowels was without pain. He then
called for something to eat, after which he wanted rest; and about 2
o'clock A. M., he retired. The next morning he said he had rested, and
felt well, but said he was a little weak. He was able to attend our
business meeting at half - past eight A. M. and acted as chairman. He
preached at 2 P. M., and said he felt well. "And these signs shall [may
we not add do ] follow them that believe."ARSH October 28, 1862, p.
171.7
JOSEPH G. WOOD.
Brodhead, Green Co., Wis .ARSH 171 1862
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